DROUGHT STATUS REPORT

While northern Arizona and the Mogollon
Rim received much needed precipitation
during March, it was not enough to
improve drought conditions. Other areas of
the state did not benefit from this
precipitation. March was dry enough
throughout west central Arizona to increase
drought conditions from Severe (D2) to
Extreme Drought (D3) in western Yavapai
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County, and from Extreme (D3) to
Exceptional Drought (D4) in southern
Mohave and northern La Paz counties.
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The drought degradation increased the area of the state in Exceptional Drought from 53.50% to
54.80%, and the area in Extreme Drought from 31.17% to 31.76%. The only area that is not
technically in drought is a sliver of southern Yuma County that is in Abnormally Dry (DO) conditions.

Drought improvement in the short-term is unlikely as much of the state receives only limited
precipitation towards the end of spring. However, there are signals among climate models that the
summer monsoon could be wetter than normal.

January-March 2021
Long-Term Drought

Dry conditions during the January through March period led to
the expansion of Exceptional Drought (D4) through northern
Navajo and eastern Apache and Coconino counties, as well as
through east central Arizona. Additionally, Extreme Drought
(D3) expanded across northern and central Arizona and
throughout Pinal and Pima counties.

The few pockets of no drought or Abnormally Dry (DO)
conditions were replaced by Moderate (D1) or Severe Drought
(D2).

While snowpack accumulated throughout a few locations, it
was short-lived, and any potential run-off from the early melt-
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